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From the Master

It is my honour to introduce the 2025
newsletter.

The year got off to a strong start with
a successful Not The Dinner Day, with
curry and peals in both north and
south locations. A total of 6 peals were
scored.

The May meeting was preceded by
three peals of Stedman Triples
composed by Colin Wyld. They were
rung to celebrate the 30th anniversary
of the first successful performance of this composition.

The country meeting this year was in Abergavenny, where we were
blessed with some fine weather, green surroundings and plenty of
peals. 14 in total. The weekend was expertly organised by Helen
Philips and Pauline Morris. Evening venues provided the focal point
for catching up with the successes of each day, with Saturday evening
culminating in a quiz with plenty of competition between teams.

Our 278th anniversary dinner was at Merton College Oxford, which
was a stunning venue. We were able to relax in the chapel listening
to David Warwick playing the organ, before moving to the marquee
prior to the dinner itself. There is more on this later.

At the Society’s AGM in October, Jack Page finished his tenure as
Master of the Society. 1 would like to thank him for all he has done
from a ringing perspective over the last two years with his
encouragement of new members and in pushing the boundaries of
what we ring. There are some examples of this later on. I would also
like to thank Ruth Corney, who stood down as Junior Steward, for
undertaking the role with commitment and enthusiasm.

Peal weekend is a key feature of any Cumberland ringer’s calendar.
This year there were 19 peals scored across the country.



We have had a strong year from a ringing perspective, especially
among the young members of our Society.

In the National 12-bell final at St Mary Redcliffe we came a very
creditable third behind Bristol, who were the deserving winners, and
Birmingham. We hosted the London 12-bell competition at St Martin-
in-the-Fields where we entered two bands. Finishing first and fifth
certainly demonstrates the strength and depth of ringing talent we
have attending on a Wednesday night. So once again we have a
trophy sitting in pride of place on the table at St Martin’s.

There have been a number of significant personal achievements by
our members this year.

Penny Sharpe rang her 1000th peal on 21 April at St Mary Abbots,
Kensington becoming the first ringer born and taught in Australia to
achieve that accolade.

Daniel Page rang his 1000th peal on 10 May at St Martin-in-the-
Fields, becoming the youngest to reach this number, aged 22 years
and 171 days.

Jack Page rang his 1000th as
conductor on 21 June at St
Philip’s Cathedral, Birmingham
becoming the youngest to reach
that milestone aged 27 years
and 327 days. The band
comprised those whose leading
conductor was Jack.

During the year Alan Regin
passed the milestone of ringing ~ The band whose leading conductor is
peals with over 2000 different Jack Page
ringers, and on 4 December he rang his 7000th peal, at South
Croydon.
Catherine Merlane



SRCY Officers 2025-26

Master Senior Steward Junior Steward
Catherine Merlane Sam Cave Theo Johnson
Hon Secretary Assistant Secretary = Hon Treasurer Librarian

David Bath Penelope Sharpe Claire Roulstone Elizabeth Hibbert

Membership News

Welcome to the following new members, elected during 2025:

8 January: Miles F E Baker, Angela Blackburn, Joanne P Druce, Francis ]
Gilruth, Carole J Kendall, Patrick T Meyer, Francis Town, Michael A
Varney, Hayley J Wells, Lucas Williams

17 May:  Dylan M Smith, Andrew J Rodliffe, Dean R G De-Matteis,
Barnaby R Larter, Catherine Williams, Marcus T Ham

12 July: Stephen ] Bean, Donald D F Brock, Robert P Bruce, Joel A Cairns,
Grace L Dooley, Jack Hanlon, Christopher Rudd

4 October: Dominic Johnson, Holly K Kilgour

Sadly we report the deaths of:

Sonia C Tucker o Elizabeth A Coke o Rosemary Cox o Harold F Gibson
Derek E Sibson o Lucy Smith o Derrick P Bailey o Raymond Clist
Rachel H Dyson o James L Towler o Derek Wilkinson




Not the Dinner Day
1 February 2025

NTDD 2025 proved itself
as one of the most popular
events in the SRCY
calendar once again, with
the most members signed
up for the dinner in recent
years. Six peals were rung
in London across the
weekend, ranging from Pudsey Surprise Major to Spliced Cinques and
Maximus. It was great to see so many of our newly-joined members
participate in both the ringing and the curry consumption.

Sadly, this writer was unable to take part in any ringing that day due to
work commitments, so joined everyone in the Crosse Keys once the
ringing was done. Everyone,
that is, except Mr D J Page,
who was denied entry,
having forgotten his ID.
Ahbh, to be young again! We
reconvened in the Bangalore
Express - our venue of
choice - to once again enjoy their excellent range of curries and glacial
beer delivery. A novel addition at the restaurant this year was ‘the boot’
- a vessel, shaped like a boot, which held three and a half pints of a lager
of your choice. It’s great if you like your lager to gradually warm and
flatten as you drink it, but I think the aficionados stuck with regular pint
glasses. Also, beware the ramifications of physics if you hold ‘the boot’
the wrong way as you drain it...
Many thanks once again to Penny Sharpe for negotiating another
excellent deal with the restaurant, and thanks and congratulations to all
of the members who took part. Ruth Corney



2025 Country Meeting

Abergavenny, Monmouthshire 10 - 13 July 2025

The 2025 Country meeting was held in South East Wales, centred
around the market town of Abergavenny. When packing to visit this
area, waterproofs, umbrellas and thermals are often the norm,
however on this weekend, Abergavenny was the hottest place in the
middle of a heatwave. The usual items were replaced with shorts,
sandals, various electric fans and sunscreen.

Peals were arranged for the Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
morning. Many thanks are due to Pauline Morris, Llandaff and
Monmouth DA General Secretary and organisational whirlwind, for
doing the vast majority of the arrangements for this weekend. The
heat took its toll on minds, bodies and even bells - the peal attempt at
Pentre was abandoned on Saturday due to the tenor being virtually
unringable. However, fourteen peals were scored during the course
of the weekend, with “so hot!”
being the main comment
afterwards.

Thursday and Friday night
gatherings took place at the Kings
Head and Lamb and Flag pubs,
with the usual fare of beer and
pub grub. On the Saturday, a mini
-tour visited the ground floor
eights at Mynyddislwyn and
Bedwellty, with Russell Brown and Matthew Durham organising the
ringing fare. The final tower was Abergavenny, where the Master
organised the ringing on the fabulous ten bells.

The business meeting followed tea and cake at the Abergavenny
Community Centre. The cakes were made by various ringers from the
local area, and included Welsh Cakes and Bara Brith, ubiquitous at
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any Welsh ringers’ tea. At the
meeting, we remembered five
members that had been lost since the
previous meeting, and welcomed
seven new members: Stephen Bean,
Donny Brock, Rob Bruce, Joel Cairns,
Grace Dooley, Jack Hanlon, and
Christopher Rudd. The community
centre staff moved us all outside for
the rest of the evening, and provided
a hearty meal of lasagne, focaccia and

St Mary Abergavenny

salad, followed by pavlova or cheesecake. Liquid refreshments were
provided in the form of a pop-up bar set up by a local pub. The evening
closed with a quiz, hosted by a “muppet with a mic”; I don’t think there

were too many disagreements about answers.

Thank you to Helen Phillips, for inviting everyone to South Wales, to
Pauline Morris for her amazing organisational skills and attention to
detail, and to everyone who travelled to join in and make the weekend a

success.

Georgina Barratt

Members await the start of the meeting



A touch of spliced royal at St Mary’s Abergavenny

The officers at work

Competitive Quizzing



The Master’s Badge

The formal announcement of the loss of the Master's badge was
made at the January 2025 meeting of the Society. The Master, Jack
Page, read out a statement at the end of the meeting detailing the
circumstances surrounding the loss of the badge in July 2024.

At the end of January, the Master prepared a statement for
Society members recording the details of the loss and apologising
for what had happened, acknowledging the distress it had caused
to members, and declaring his intention to resign his post over the
matter at the next meeting, in May.

The Secretary, David Bath, emailed
the statement to members on 30
January and it was also published
on the Society’s web site.

During the following weeks
members sent emails to the
Secretary expressing their feelings,
ranging from critical to supportive,
about the loss of the Badge.

The Trustees of the Society, Doug
Beaumont and Ian Oram set up a
group to progress matters. The
members of the group comprised
the trustees, Alan Regin, Liz
Hibbert, Sam Cave, Jack Page and
Ian Roulstone.

At the Society's meeting in May,
Jack Page resigned as Master. The




Senior Steward, Sam Cave, took the chair, and invited
nominations for a Master. The only member proposed and
seconded for the post was Jack Page and he was duly elected as
Master for the remainder of the Society year.

The next actions on the badge were also discussed at the meeting.
These centred on the design of a replacement badge, particularly
as to whether it should be a replica of the lost one or whether a
new badge design should be commissioned. Strong support for
each option was expressed; no decision was made either way.

The Master's Badge group subsequently met and decided that a
clearer picture of support for the two options for a replacement
badge should be gauged by means of a questionnaire. This would
be sent out to get results in time for the Country meeting in July.
An on-line questionnaire was put together and circulated in late
June. The questionnaire asked whether a replacement badge
should be a replica of the original or of a new design and gave the
opportunity to suggest alternative options and invited comments.

There were 120 responses to the questionnaire. 53 of them
expressed a preference for a replica and 46 for a new design, so a
modest majority in favour of a replica of the old badge. Several
responders used the alternative option to say that the Society
should not produce a new Master's badge at all.

The questionnaire was not intended to be a means of arriving at a
final decision as to how the Society should go forward regarding
the Master's badge. This is something which can only be decided
via a meeting, and this is what we intend to take forward during
2026.

Doug Beaumont and Ian Oram, Trustees
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Around the Towers

Stockton on Tees

Stockton practices have been well attended
most months by ringers from the D&N, YACR and
visitors, where methods being rung include
Stedman, Yorkshire, Cambridge, Bristol, Avon
and Zanussi, with spliced being rung at most
practices throughout the year.

We had the pleasure of welcoming the
Yorkshire towers to Stockton in October when we
hosted the 2024 White Rose striking competition. We utilised our
home advantage to the full and came away victorious. The striking
competition focus continued as we prepared for the National 12 bell.
We arrived at Beverley - arguably the toughest of the three qualifiers
- with a confident feeling having underperformed in 2024. Despite a
reasonable piece of solid ringing we were disappointed with our 5th
place, but left with many positives for the future. Again, thanks go to
Alex Riley for leading the competition squad. We look forward to a
qualifier show down in March 2026 at Nottingham where we will be
battling it out with the SRCY south band!

Congratulations to a number of the Stockton band who have become
SRCY members over the year; the society continues to grow in the
North East. It was noted at a recent practice, that for the first time in
over 20 years, all those present were Society members!

Our thanks to Matthew Durham for the society peals he organises,
especially his continued efforts to organise peals for the peal
weekend, allowing many northerners to take part in the event.

The Northern Practice is on the second Wednesday of each month at
Stockton-on-Tees. Any visitors will be very welcome to join us.

Kristopher King
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Christ Church Spitalfields

Ringing has continued at Spitalfields during
2025 with service ringing taking place on the first
Sunday of each month on 11 of the 12 occasions. 1
am extremely grateful to the loyal group of
ringers who help with this ringing.

There have been 4 peals rung and 1 unsuccessful
attempt, but a number of requests were not
possible as either the church was in use, it is of
course a busy “venue” as well as a very active
church, or it was not possible to find somebody to
let bands in and out; a serous alarm system while

great security, adds to the challenge. We have welcomed six outing
bands who all enjoyed the bells and the Spitalfields area. There have
been two quarter peals and we have rung for three weddings. We were
particularly pleased to host the SRCY AGM once again at Spitalfields, in
October, of course, with many thanks to the church authorities for

allowing this.

I am very grateful to Natasha and Sami in the church office who
respond very promptly to ringing requests and to the Rector, Darren
Wolf, and his staff who are very supportive of ringing at Spitalfields.

Alan Regin, Steeplekeeper

St Leonard Shoreditch

Unfortunately due to tower repairs, the bells of St
Leonard’s were out of action for the whole of 2025.

This work should soon be completed and we look
forward to the resumption of normal service in
2026. Michael Crockett, Secretary
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St Martin-in-the-Fields

The Society continues to practice at St Martins
(SMITF) on the first Wednesday of the month
from 18.30 - 20.00 with the exception of
December. In April 2026, the practice will be on
Wednesday 8 April to avoid ringing in Holy Week
but please check the website.

The “big event” in 2025 was the London 12 Bell
Striking Competition which was held, for the first time ever, at St
Martin’s. The Society issued the invitation to hold the competition
there and the writer, with two hats on as tower secretary and a
member, organised it with the help of the Parish Office. The day was
generally deemed to be a great success. The judges were Mark
Eccleston and Vicky Wilby who were installed in the George Richards
Room on the upper ground floor of No 6 Church Walk, across the
courtyard from the church, and were very pleased with their
accommodation by all accounts! Adrian Udal dealt with the sound feed
for the judges.

Ten teams competed. Eight towers/associations entered the
competition and the two extra slots were allocated after a ballot - the
Society and Southwark Cathedral were each allowed to enter two
teams. Somehow, we managed to accommodate all bands for practices,
mainly on Saturdays and Sunday lunchtimes, and the writer listened to
the competition touch of 247 Erin Cinques composed by Lucy
Woodward, a member of the Society, innumerable times!

On the day, we started proceedings in the church and the Revd
Andrew Woodward, Assistant Vicar for Ministry, came to do the draw.
The bells were rung “open” all day and dominated Trafalgar Square -
which was appreciated by the clergy who live in the Vicarage
overlooking the Square and are frequently plagued by rogue preachers
with microphones using incorrect biblical quotes and proselytising.
Apparently, they disappeared immediately the ringing started - no
competition!

At about 4.30pm, we did a “swap” with the orchestra which had spent
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the day rehearsing for the evening concert in the St Martin’s Hall -
they came up to finish their rehearsal in the church and we took over
the Hall which had been rearranged for us by the SMITF admin team
with conference seating and microphones, etc to hear the results. We
are grateful to the Concerts department and the Parish Office for
negotiating this. The results were as follows:

Place | Rang Team Mark Peal
speed
1 8th Society of Royal Cumberland Youths A 86% 3h34
2 1st Cornhill 81% 3h35
3 2nd St Paul’s Cathedral Guild 76% 3h42
4 3rd Ancient Society of College Youths 75% 3h40
5 9th Society of Royal Cumberland Youths B 73% 3h30
6 6th Surrey Association 69% 3h32
7 10th | University of London Society of Change Ringers 68% 3h28
8 4th Southwark Cathedral Red 65% 3h38
9 7th Southwark Cathedral Gold 58% 3h27
10 5th Middlesex County Association 54% 3h24

The Whitechapel Trophy was presented to the Society by Andrew
Woodward and is displayed on the table in the Ringing Chamber.

The Crypt Enterprises noted that there was a much greater footfall
than usual on the day, no doubt due to ringers and, following the
competition, it seems that many people now want to come to ring at
SMITF!

There is also talk of having one of the qualifying rounds for the 2027
National 12 Bell Striking Competition at SMITF. We shall see.

SMITF is marking the 300th anniversary of the consecration of the
present church building (the third on the site) which took place in
October 1726 and there will be a special service to mark this on Sunday
18 October 2026 when it is hoped that the King and Queen
(parishioners) will attend. There are many events being planned by
the church during the year. We hope to ring a quarter peal for the
service.

The Society has a peal attempt planned for Saturday 3 October (AGM

Day) and the Ancient Society of College Youths have one on Saturday
17 October which marks the 300th anniversary to the day of the first
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peal on the old bells (then a ring of 10) rung by that Society. Whether
they decide to ring a peal of Grandsire Caters as the ringers of 300 years
ago did is as yet unknown! Both peals, if successful, will be rung for the
300th anniversary of the present church.

Sunday service ringing is from 9.00 - 10.00 am and we would be very
pleased to see any members of the Society. Please contact the tower
secretary at hibbert.elizabeth@btinternet.com.

We have varying fortunes with Sunday ringing. Only two members of
the St Martin’s Band are active members of the Society and we
frequently meet 6 or 8 to ring for service. The majority of the Band are
not 12 bell ringers but we hope for better things in years to come.

Elizabeth Hibbert, Tower Secretary
St James Clerkenwell

Regular service ringing has been maintained throughout
2025 on the second Sunday of every month. Eight bells
have been rung on all occasions with a varied repertoire
including spliced Surprise Major. The glorious sound made
by these fine Gillett and Johnston bells makes the ringing
particularly enjoyable and it is pleasing to welcome so
many ringers from different towers. A few visiting bands
have been during the year, and bells were rung for four
weddings. We were also asked to ring for the scattering of
ashes of a very long-standing parishioner. The church is
very busy, but we always get a warm welcome when we ring on Sundays.
Stephanie Pattenden

St Andrew Holborn

As a Guild church there are no Sunday services at St
Andrew’s, with the majority of services taking place on
a Wednesday evening. The clash with SRCY practice
night makes for some organisational challenges but I
am grateful for support from some members and other
London based ringers. In 2025, Quarter Peals were arranged for 17
services of which 15 were successful. There were 4 successful peals,
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several visiting bands and 2 Society practices. Visiting bands, Quarter
Peals and Peals are often possible but times have to be chosen carefully.
The church is an attractive venue for events, and the Parish of the
Dormition holds Orthodox services two weekends every month. Service
ringing is planned to continue in 2026 as in recent years.

Stephanie Pattenden

Service Ringing in London

® St Martin-in-the-Fields 09:00 - 10:00

® Spitalfields 10:30 - 11:00 (First Sunday only). Please let Alan
Regin, aregin5040@gmail.com, know if you are planning on
being there

® C(Clerkenwell approx 12:15 (Second Sunday only - ringing after
morning service)

SRCY Midlands Practices

SCRY Midlands practices continued to be successful in 2025 with
quarter peals followed by the main practice. Set dates are each first
Sunday every third month. For the main practices we visited
Birmingham Bull Ring, Melbourne, Evesham and Macclesfield all with
successful quarters including four at Macclesfield.

2026 continues with Rotherham in March, Coventry in June and
Grantham in September. Please come and join us. For further details
please contact Tim Peverett tim.peverett2@gmail.com.

Peal Weekend 2025
13-16 November 2025

19 peals (18 Tower and 1 Handbell) were rung for the Society’s peal
weekend in 2025. The venues for the peals were all different, as were
the methods rung apart from there being two peals of Yorkshire
Surprise Major. 115 members took part and there were 16 different
conductors.
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The London 12 Bell Competition

The London 12 bell competition took place on 25 October 2025 at
St Martin-in-the-Fields. The judges were Mark Ecclestone and
Vicky Wilby. SRCY fielded two bands:

The SRCY A band, from front right clockwise, treble to tenor: Kathryn Carter,
Michael Crockett, David Bath, Catherine Morley, Mary Holden, Catherine

Merlane, Ian Mills, Doug Beaumont, Ruth Corney, Benjamin Constant, Tom
Mack, Christian Peckham

The SRCY B band, from front right clockwise, treble to tenor: Geraldine Forster,
Liz Hibbert, Penelope Sharpe, Fraser Storie, Miles Baker, Daniel Page, Russell
Brown, Andrew Hodgson, Sam Cave, Nick Brown, Stephen Bailey, Adam Kilgour

SRCY A won the competition with a mark of 86%. SRCY B came 5th
with 73%.
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Derek Edmund Sibson 1936 - 2025

Derek was born in Croydon, the eldest of
four children to Edward and Mary Sibson.
His father was a clergyman and soon the
family moved to Cambridgeshire, where his
father became the incumbent at Histon, St
Andrew-the-Less in Cambridge, and later
Little Shelford. Derek had a sister, Margaret,
and two brothers, John and Robert. He was
educated in Cambridge, and joined St John’s
College Choir School before attaining a Scholarship to The Perse
School. On leaving The Perse, he gained another Scholarship, this
time for Queens’ College, Cambridge to read Medicine. As well as
excelling academically, Derek was a keen sportsman, and an
accomplished pianist.

Derek learnt to ring in 1956 at Little Shelford. He joined the
Society on 20 June 1960 having been elected before a handbell peal
of Grandsire Caters, which he conducted; this election was ratified
at the SRCY meeting on 2 July 1960.

Derek qualified as a doctor in 1960. After various junior and
training posts at different London Hospitals, he passed his
Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons exams in 1965, and
became a Lecturer and Senior Registrar on the Professorial Surgical
Unit at Bart’s.

He met Jane Langton at a UL practice in 1959 and soon after they
rang their first peal together at Harrow Weald with Derek
conducting. They were married on 1 September 1962. Initially they
lived in Crouch End and then settled in Putney. Four children were
born to them, Andrew (1965), Richard (1967), Nicola (1969), and
Keith (1972). Sadly, Richard developed leukaemia and died at three
years of age.
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In 1972 the family moved to Barton Seagrave in
Northamptonshire, as Derek was appointed Consultant Surgeon at
Kettering General Hospital, a post he remained in until his
retirement in 2001. He gained a reputation as a skilled and
conscientious surgeon, with a special interest in gastro-intestinal
and endocrine surgery. He was appointed Chairman of the Surgical
Division, (1982-1990) and Clinical Director of the Surgical
Directorate (1990-1994) at Kettering. He served as an honorary
clinical teacher at Leicester Medical School from 1978-1998, and was
an examiner in Surgery for eight years. He also examined in
Surgery for the FRCS and MRCS at the Royal College of Physicians
and Surgeons of Glasgow from 1984 until retirement. He estimated
that he had operated on over 45,000 patients.

Derek became Junior Steward of the Society in 1963, Senior
Steward in 1964, and was Master in 1969 and 1970. He was
Honorary Secretary from 1965 to 1968 and again from 1972 to 1973,
and Central Council representative from 1963 to 2021. He was Vice
President of the Central Council from 2002 to 2005, and President
from 2005 to 2008. He served on the Joint Committee that revised
the Central Council’s decisions in 1969 and was a member of the
Records Committee of the Council for over 30 years.

Derek was always a very keen and enthusiastic peal ringer and
conductor, ringing his first peal, Plain Bob Minor, at Meldreth, on 9
July 1957. Altogether he rang 4,539 peals, of which he conducted
4,012. Derek’s last peal was also at Meldreth on 18 November 2016.
He died on 22 March 2025.

For 60 years Derek rang an average of just over 75 peals a year,
including 213 peals during 1997 (the Society’s 250th anniversary
year), and conducted on average nearly 67 peals per year.

® Derek rang peals with 1,558 different ringers.

® He rang 1,776 peals for SRCY, 1,124 for the Ely DA and 964 for
the Peterborough DG; and for 54 different Associations in total.
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® He rang 502 12 Bell Peals, 698 10 bell peals, 3,201 8 bell peals,
122 peals of Minor and 16 peals of Doubles.

® He rang 959 peals at Meldreth, 509 at Burton Latimer and 433 at
Shoreditch, with his leading American tower being Grace
Church Charleston with 27 peals.

® He rang peals in 1,925 different methods or method
combinations, with 326 peals of Bristol Surprise Major, 193 of 8
Spliced Surprise Major, 133 of 4 Spliced Surprise Major, 119 of
Yorkshire Surprise Maximus and 70 of Bristol Surprise
Maximus.

® He conducted all of the classic Pitman’s Spliced Surprise Major
series, 4 to 9 methods, from every bell.

® He rang and conducted peals on all 366 dates of the year.

Derek organised most of his peal attempts himself, an
extraordinary feat. He was particularly
proud to have conducted the record
peals of 170 Spliced Surprise Maximus
and 204 Spliced Surprise Royal, and the
first performance of Colin Wyld’s bobs
only Stedman Triples.

Derek rang with his local band at
Barton Seagrave. He played a leading
role in the planning and the restoration
or replacement of the bells at three
Society towers, Spitalfields (1969-70), St
Martin-in-the-Fields (1987-88) and
Shoreditch (1992-93). He was also actively involved in bell
restoration at other towers in his local area and beyond. For many
years Derek arranged peals on the first Tuesday of the month at
Shoreditch and later also the third Tuesday.

Living and working in Northamptonshire, this was a huge
commitment, but it resulted in some remarkable peals, including
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many Surprise Maximus methods being rung for the first time or
the first time for the Society - such as Redcliffe, Smallbrook,
Cantuar Alliance, Strathclyde, Bristol, Mottram, Ealing, Brystol
Alliance, Avon Delight, Double Coslany Court Bob, Zanussi, Halifax,
Betelgeuse, Andromeda, Rigel and Orion.

Until 1969, the Society’s peals had been hand-written, but the
growth in peal ringing had made it impractical to continue this
tradition, and a considerable backlog built up. Derek took it upon
himself to address this situation and over many years worked to
typeset, print and have bound an astonishing 5,668 peals, which is
still over half of all the Society’s peals. He also produced the
Society’s membership certificates and arranged all its printing and
book binding.

After he stopped ringing peals, Derek continued to run practice
and Sunday ringing at Barton Seagrave, where he was by then tower
captain, and attended at Kettering for as long as he could manage
the tower stairs, and thereafter still went along to listen to the
ringing and attend church services. Following a further
deterioration in mobility and recurrent falls, Derek was admitted to
a Care Home in Kettering for the last two years of his life.

How he had managed to achieve so much and fit so much inis a
mystery. Derek died peacefully in his sleep in the early hours of 22
March 2025, just two weeks short of his 89th birthday.

Derek’s funeral was held on 22 April 2025, at Kettering
Crematorium, a private service attended by family. Later the same
day a Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving took place at St
Botolph’s, Barton Seagrave, attended by almost 200 family and
friends, many being ringers.

Derek’s ashes are now interred below the church tower at St
Botolph's, so that he can continue to listen to the bells. May he rest
in peace. Andrew Sibson, Alan Regin and others
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National 12 Bell Contest
28 June 2025

SRCY team, Redcliffe 2025. From front row right clockwise, treble to tenor:
Michael Crockett, Catherine Morley, Shirley McGill, David Bath, Jack Page, Mary
Holden, Doug Beaumont, Daniel Page, Ruth Corney, Ruth Corney, Ben Constant,
Tom Mack, Claire Roulstone.

The road to Redcliffe was a long one that began only about forty-eight
hours after the momentous results at Chilcompton, when Jack Page,
looking to avoid the logistical difficulties that the twelve-bell band
encountered last year, emailed out to congratulate the team and begin
making plans for 2025. Despite not being a part of the squad at that
point, I found myself copied into this thread, as a potential new recruit
- a pretty daunting way to be asked to join a twelve-bell band! Practices
were put in place early, with a focus on some of the bigger twelves the
City has to offer. After all, defending the trophy is no easy task!
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Following a solid win in March at the Liverpool qualifier (or
eliminator, depending on who you ask), despite being drawn last, the
countdown to the final was really on. Regular practices continued,
supplemented by weekend trips to other towers, including a squad peal
at Leighton Buzzard and a day out to practice at Redcliffe.

Final day rolled around unbelievably quickly, and it was hot. Armed
with wristbands and beer tokens, we all gathered inside for the
introduction and the draw. As the contest was celebrating its fiftieth
anniversary, the committee had rallied as many people who had been at
that first contest as they could find. We heard plenty of stories about
the 1975 contest and the fifty years that have followed, before it was
finally time for the draw. After the run of terrible draws this team has
had over the last few years, nerves were high. Was it finally time for a
decent draw? Nope - last. (Again. Is this rigged?). Still, we made the
best of the day, enjoying the sun and talking to friends not seen for a
while. A few of the team even sampled the low-alcohol beer on offer.

Unfortunately, having to stay dry all day was not the only drawback of
a late draw. Even with the windows wide open, the tower became
unbearably hot, and later teams were forced to grapple with a ringing
room so stuffy it was hard to think clearly, and ropes that were slippery
with sweat and difficult to grip. Nonetheless, with tension eased by a
suitably rubbish joke from the Master - or more likely, by the
amusement of a dropped backstroke resulting in a non-standard signal
(sorry!) - we put in a respectable test piece.

Cath Merlane had coordinated the beer run (or cider/wine run in a
few cases) while we were in the tower, so all of us returned to find a
drink waiting for us. Stress over, we were finally able to enjoy the day a
bit more! With the final being somewhere more readily accessible than
last year, it was great to see how many people had made the trip to
Bristol just to socialise and enjoy the day. It was also very apparent how
much work the Bristol ringers had put into organising an excellent day.

Being drawn last did at least mean that the wait for the results flew by,
so before long, we were back in the church to find out how we’d done.
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Chief judge Tom Hinks introduced the results, before Rick Shallcross
gave the judges comments. It became fairly apparent at this point that
we had not won, but as Emma Southerington read out the final results,
we were still pleased to receive third place and an excellent score of
91%. When it was revealed that Birmingham had come second, the
church erupted - the home team had done it! Well done, Bristol - but
we’ll be coming for you next year...

It really does require so much work to take a team through the
contest cycle. Thanks go to Jack, for getting us all organised; Cath, for
being our reserve at both stages of the contest (and occasional source
of pep talks where required); and of course, the whole squad for their
time and commitment.

On a personal level, I am incredibly grateful to the team for
welcoming me in and giving me a wonderful first contest cycle as a
competitor. I hope to reassure all those future competitors out there
that while it can feel pretty intimidating to join a band headed for the
twelve-bell, it’s such a worthwhile experience (and, dare I say, fun...?).

Catherine Morley

Team Rang Speed Mark
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278th Anniversary Dinner

13 September 2025

This year saw the SRCY descend on Oxford for the triennial dinner,
with Merton College providing the amazing location.

The weekend started with a number
of peals rung in and around Oxford,
the highlight being a ladies’ peal at
Christ Church. Congratulations to all
those involved.
The evening started in the chapel
with an organ recital by David
Warwick, who had played the
previous organ as a student and was looking forward to playing the
Dobson organ installed in 2013 and one of three in the UK. David
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played a fine selection of pieces that
demonstrated the versatility of the
instrument, culminating in a moving
and fabulous rendition of Finlandia by
Jean Sibelius. Those who had
assembled sat in the choir and
marvelled at the organ and the ringing
balcony way above us.

We then made our way to the marquee
for pre-dinner drinks and socialising
before entering the fine dining hall,
where we were served with a splendid
meal in grand surroundings.

During the course of the
meal, Linda Garton, who had

stepped in as Master of Ceremonies,
invited a number of groups to drink wine
with the Master and ensured the evening
went smoothly. She followed the script,
Sam!

David Warwick certainly earned his
dinner, having also conducted a peal in
the morning, was called upon to toast the
church, and brought to life his time at
Merton, especially the grace recited in
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Latin before formal
dinners. The response
was by Reverend Andy
Ryder, who, having had
an association with the
Society, was able to
respond in a thought-
provoking way.
The Society was
proposed by Jimmy
Yeoman, with the
Master, Jack Page, responding with a resumé of the activities
undertaken throughout the year, before proposing the visitors.

Following the formal part of the evening, we retired back to the
marquee for more drinks and further socialising before either
heading off to a choice of accommodation, the local nightclub, or the
piano bar for more cocktails.

Thanks go to Penny Sharpe, who once again did a fantastic job in
finding the venue and organising the dinner. It has set a high bar for
2028, but I am sure we can rise to the challenge.

Catherine Merlane
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Peals Summary 2025

Between 1 January 2025 and 31 December 2025 142 peals were rung for
the Society, 135 tower bell peals and 7 handbell peals. One peal was rung in
France, three in the Channel Islands and eleven each in Scotland and Wales.
The remaining 116 peals were rung in England. 243 members took part in
peals. The most popular methods were Bristol Surprise Major (13 peals),
Bristol Surprise Maximus (11 peals) and Stedman Cinques (9 peals). The
135 tower bell peals were rung in 105 different towers.

Leading Conductors Shirley E McGill 20

Geographical Spread

Jack Page 34
Stephen Wheeler 17 Greater London 40
Daniel Page 9 Scotland 11
Alex Riley 7 Wales 11
David Warwick 7 Berkshire 6
Oxfordshire 6
Leading Ringers x
Somerset 5
Jack E Page 63
Alan Regi 50 Other 63
an Regin
h -g | Methods
Catherine E Morley 46 Minor -
Daniel ] P 41
AL Triples 6
Claire F Roulstone 40 .
) Major 60
David C Bath 38
. Caters 1
Catherine N Merlane 34
Royal 22
Ian Roulstone 26 _
Samuel C Cave 21 g 9
Stephen A Wheeler 21 LI 28
Ewan G A Hull 20 Caters/Royal 2
Russell A Brown 20 Cinques/Maximus 6
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Society peals in history

250 Years Ago, 1776

26/02/1776 St Saviour Southwark 5236 Cumberland Cinques  George Gross
26/05/1776 St Thomas Horsham 5152 Bob Major Single George Gross
20/10/1776 St Mary Rotherhithe 5376 Union Treble Bob George Gross
18/11/1776 St Mary Magd Bermondsey 6240 Union Treble Bob George Gross

1776 Peals started with a bold claim, with a note added to the Southwark
peal, the church better known these days as Southwark Cathedral, reading
“being the greatest Performance that was ever done on twelve bells”. It is
not known what Cumberland Cinques actually was - any ideas out there?
The Horsham peal had an interesting footnote declaring that “These ropes
were hand twisted and the sallies made of worsted”. As mentioned in these
articles previously, Union TB Major is actually Oxford TB Major. Don’t go
looking for bells at St Mary Magdalene Bermondsey; the church still exists
today but the bells were removed circa 1828. There were 14 peals rung on
them between 1728 and 1776 and, apparently, the metal was reused when
the new ring of 10 for St James Bermondsey was cast, 8 of which now hang in
Toronto Cathedral, Canada.

200 Years Ago, 1826

26/03/1826 All Saints Poplar 5040 Grandsire Triples Thomas Gross
06/05/1826 St Leonard Shoreditch 5040 Oxford TB Maximus  George Gross
04/12/1826 All Saints Poplar 5219 Grandsire Caters Robert Mirfield
12/12/1826 SS Peter & Paul Mitcham 5040 Grandsire Triples Henry Blease

The bells of All Saints Poplar were cast in 1822 and the Society rang seven
of the first eight peals on the bells, the Junior Cumberlands ringing the
second peal on the bells. Good to see Shoreditch in the list, hopefully the
Society can add to 1,577 peals that have been rung there so far. Because of
tower work no peals were rung there in 2025; the last year no peals were
rung at Shoreditch before that was 1967...

100 Years Ago, 1926

20/02/1926 All Saints Edmonton 5056 Cambridge S. Major James Parker
20/03/1926 St Martin Gospel Oak 5040 7 Surprise Minor William Miller
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19/08/1926 St Paulinus Crayford 5056 Double Oxford Major Edwin Barnett Snr
21/08/1926 St Leonard Shoreditch 5019 Stedman Cinques  John D Matthews
28/08/1926 St Mary V Painswick 5035 Stedman Cinques  John D Matthews
27/12/1926 St Martin-in-the-Fields 5007 Stedman Cinques  John D Matthews
A rare London tower appears in the 1926 list, St Martin Gospel Oak; just 11
peals have been rung there since the first in 1898.
Alan Regin
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Anniversaries of membership

75 years
Elected 1950:

John A Hilton o Herbert M Heaton

70 years
Elected 1955:

Roger Baldwin o George Fry o G A Price o Miss B Johnson
A Rex Agg o Margaret Layton o William M Mann o Ian H Oram

60 years
Elected 1965:

Colin J Butler o Ann E Graveling o Joy F Wagstaff
Graham S E Winter o Peter M Fleckney o Hilary Brown
Rodney H French o Yvonne Grainger o Andrew S Hudson
Peter M Wilkinson o Jane Wilkinson o Malcolm M Powell
John R Pratchett o Stella Bianco o Maryl Chambers
Susan Page o Ian R Panton o C Martin Press

50 years
Elected 1975:

Judith Bagshaw o Russell A Brown o Ian Butters

Richard H Knight o Christine H Northeast o Susan Spencer
John S Connell o Rosemary Duke o Sally K Munnings
Alyson M S Porter o Anne L Rueff o Heather Semken
Winifred Warwick o David A Warwick o Margaret Whiteley
Colin G Andrews o Janet Menhinick o Michael J Belcher
James E Benner o C Anita Blundell o Lesley H M Boyle

32




40 years
Elected 1985:

Gerald A Bacon o Stephen A Cheek o Margaret Gamble
Christine C Jennings o Jenny E Scase o David L Sparling
Marcus A Wheel o Rosemary A Adams o John R Peverett
Connie Raynor o Ralph N Earey o Peter W Hill o Daphne E Pegg

25 years
Elected 2000:

Porter Brownlee o Eleanor Carr o Anne E Davies o Janet Edwards
Kristina J Franklin o Remica Gray o Andrew Harvey

Neil Harvey o Jennifer A Harvey o Janice Higgins

Sean Houlihan o Jeremy Housden o Lucy A Jones

Andrew Lansberry o Ruth Ollerton o Helen Ozanne

Andrew Preston o Rachel S Robinson o Elizabeth Treweek o
Brian C Watson

33




SRCY Library

The Library has received a bound copy of The Ringing World for 2024
and we are awaiting the 2025 bound copy. The bound Ringing Worlds
are kept in the Society’s bookshelves in the belfry of St Martin in the
Fields (SMITF). However, we are fast running out of space and it is a
point for discussion as to whether, in a digital age, we should continue
to spend money on binding Ringing Worlds each year when nobody
consults them.

Additions to the inventory of Society assets in 2025 included the
Hawkear (strikeometer) device used at SMITF.

Also, at the January 2026 Business Meeting, we took delivery of the
table piece made by Mick Angrave incorporating a bell and the silver
medal featuring an image of the Duke of Cumberland kindly donated
by Paul Cammiade. This will be used at meetings of the society and
dinners instead of a gavel and is a handsome addition to the Society’s
assets. James Blackburn has also presented to us a similar medal, in
bronze, with an image of the Duke of Cumberland.

Progress is being made on bringing up to date the Society’s Peal
Books. I am extremely grateful to John Ford and Russell Brown for
checking and amending the records of peals rung by the Society for
the years 2013-2024 inclusive. There is still some work to be done
before we can send the files off for printing and binding but it is
intended that this project should be completed during the current
year.

Once the Peal Books have been brought up to date, the new original
Peal Books will be deposited with the London Archive at Clerkenwell,
London EC1 to join the existing original Peal Books going back to 1748.
In future, copies of all peal records sent for printing and binding will
automatically be stored on the Society’s website under History/SRCY
Peals/Society Peal Books Online.

We currently have copy peal books kept in the belfry at St Martin’s
but, in a digital age, some consideration should be given to
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discontinuing this and keeping the copies on the Society’s website
instead.

A few members have in the past had copy peal books printed and
bound for their own records at their own expense and, if this is
something with which they wish to continue, they should contact
me at hibbert.elizabeth@btinternet.com.

Elizabeth Hibbert - Librarian

Congratulations to

® Shirley McGill on ringing her 1,000th peal for the Society at
Hampstead on 1 December 2024.

® The band that rang 10,032 of ORABS at Tulloch on 16 February, the
longest peal of ORABS rung to date.

® The band that rang 15,009 Spliced Caters and Royal at Tamworth
on 21 April, the longest peal of Caters and Royal rung to date.

® Robert Corney on being awarded the Cross of St Piran, one of
Cornwall's highest awards, in March 2025, for his service to the
church and his community.

® Ewan Hull on being the youngest person to ring the tenor at
Liverpool Cathedral to a peal single handed.

® Penny Sharpe on ringing her 1,000th peal, at Kensington on 21
April 2025.

® Daniel Page on ringing his 1,000th peal, at St Martin-in-the-Fields
on 10 May, and on being the youngest person to reach this total.

® Alan Regin on ringing his 1,000th peal of Bristol at Dordrecht on 10
April, his 7,000th peal at St Peter South Croydon on 4 December,
and his 7,000th tower bell peal at St Mary Willesden on 15
December.

® Geoff Brewin on reaching the70th anniversary year of his first peal
and the 70th anniversary year of his first peal as conductor which
was commemorated with a peal at Pershore on 8 July.

35



mailto:hibbert.elizabeth@btinternet.com

Calendar 2026

Below is a list of upcoming dates for your diary:

9 May Business meeting London

20 June National 12 Bell Final York

9-11 July Country meeting Birmingham
12 September Informal dinner London

3 October AGM London

21-22 November Peal Weekend

To find out more, or to sign up for any of these events, please visit the
website or contact the Assistant Secretary, Penelope Sharpe, at
assistant.secretary@srcy.org.uk.

The SRCY Newsletter may be viewed or downloaded from

the SRCY website by anyone. Members on the newsletter mailing list
receive printed copies. To have your name added to the list please
email assistant.secretary@srcy.org.uk or write to Penelope Sharpe,
SRCY Assistant Secretary, 21 Baring Road, Lee, London SE12 0JP. There
is no charge, but a donation towards the cost would be very much
appreciated. You can make a donation by PayPal from the SRCY web
site (https://srcy.org.uk/donate/), or by sending a cheque payable to
SRCY to the Treasurer, Claire Roulstone, 3 Stocks Farm Cottages, The
Street, Bramley, Hampshire RG26 5BP; or you can make a direct
payment. The details for direct payments are on the members' area of
the web site (https://srcy.org.uk/members/payment.php), or you
can get them from Claire at treasurer@srcy.org.uk.

Please send any comments for the editor to
newsletter@srcy.org.uk.

Visit our website @ www.srcy.org.uk
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