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Probably the two landmarks this year have been the record – by a wide margin – number of peals rung, and the
proposals for a major restoration at Shoreditch.
Both of these, though developing steadily through the year, have only come to the fore during the last few
summer weeks.

PRACTICES AND EVENING MEETINGS
Practice attendances have been maintained during the year. As a change from concentrating on a single special
method at each practice, efforts have been made, with some success, to widen the range of methods regularly
rung on all numbers: Stedman to Orion might be a fair description.

OTHER MEETINGS AND EVENTS
The Society’s year started with a specialised peal day · 'Pitman Day" · on 22 September 1990, when thirteen
peals of Spliced Surprise Major in various numbers of methods were rung. To gather together so many ringers
of a standard to attempt such peals was no mean achievement; and we are grateful to the organisers not only of
the peals but of the meals which contributed so much to an exceptional day.
Far from reducing the interest in the regular November peal day, the Pitman Day, if anything, increased it. Peal
attempts, at twenty seven, were well up on the fifteen in 1989 and fourteen in 1988, and seventeen were
successful. A great deal of hard work went into the organisation of the peal day, not only from the local
organisers of peal bands, but especially from the central co-ordinators who cajole and finally chivy the rest of us
into bands. It can be a frustrating task; and we do thank those who undertake it.
The dinner, the last until 1994, went literally, though we hope not metaphorically, west: to St Paul’s Girls’
School in Hammersmith. Fittingly, for the last in the present series, the numbers were up; and 109 people
enjoyed a pleasant meal in pleasant surroundings and heard speeches by the senior churchwarden of St Martinin-the·Fields, the new President of the Central Council, and the Secretary of the College Youths.
In June the Society's band came second in the twelve bell ringing competition, held this year at Ipswich; and a
band also took part in the competition for previous winners organised in conjunction with the Central Council
visit to London in May.
A splendid Country Meeting was arranged for the Society around Wimborne in July; and thanks to organisers in
high places we were able to hold our meeting, followed by an excellent and sociable supper, at Canford School.
Some seventy members and friends were present, and we do thank those who made the arrangements for a
happy and superbly organised day.

PEAL RINGING
It has been a remarkable year for peal ringing: the astonishing total of 110 peals were rung for the Society in
1990-1991. This exceeds by nearly fifty peals the previous record, set last year.
Moreover, the fact that the peals were rung in around eighty different towers and involved thirty five different
conductors is some indication of the breadth of involvement by members of the Society. Contributing to the
total were not only the two peal days but two visits to lreland by a group all of whom were members of the
Society.
Especially noteworthy this year are two peals rung by bands of women members: Stedman Cinques at York
Minster and Orion Surprise Maximus at Bedford.
First peals in the method of Vega, Dorking, and Thorney Surprise Maximus, of Fermanagh Surprise Royal, and
of Bushey, Spitalfields Festival, and Kilkenny Delight Major were rung; Betelgeuse and Framland Surprise
Maximus, Maplin, Enniskillen, and Dundela Surprise Royal, Nova Little Delight Royal, Zebedee and Bangor
Surprise Major, and Newcastle Surprise Minor were rung for the Society for the first time; as, on handbells,
were Cassiobury and Harford Delight Major - the first peals in the methods - and 25 Spliced Surprise Major.

MEMBERSHIP
Twenty three people joined the Society in 1990-1991, compared with twenty nine the previous year.
This year the families of two members who have recently died have told us that they hope to refer to the Society
in memorials to them.

SUNDAY SERVICE RINGING
We are again grateful to bands from the University of London Society and the London County Association who
have helped with service ringing at Shoreditch and Spitalfields. Once a month a band kindly migrates to
Spitalfields after morning ringing at St Martin-in·the-Fields.
But even with this help, lack of members living in, or within reasonable distance of, London has contributed to
the difficulty of providing all the service ringing we would wish at both Shoreditch and Spitalfields during the
past year.

SHOREDITCH, SPITALFIELDS, HOLBORN AND CLERKENWELL
After a fairly long interregnum following the retirement of the Reverend Eddy Stride, Spitalfields acquired a
new incumbent, the Reverend Paul Bowtell, in February. Mr Bowtell has already shown great interest in the
bells.
There has been more ringing at Holborn this year for special services.
Even with the sound control, ringing has been restricted to some Sundays and weddings at Clerkenwell. At the
moment builders at work on the tower mean no ringing is possible.
During the year it became apparent that the cracked tenth at Shoreditch which had been welded in 1981 was in
trouble again. Careful monitoring of the crack has shown that it is increasing quite rapidly; and it is clear that
the bell will need to be recast. With that in mind, nettles have been grasped; and at the year end proposals for a
major recasting and restoration at Shoreditch are under active consideration. If the scheme goes ahead it will
mean a major commitment by the Society.

ST MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS
The new bells continue to be an attraction, with attendances at the Society‘s official monthly practice exceeding
those at other twelve bell practices.
We are grateful, too, to the church authorities who make it possible for the Society to hold its London meetings
in one or other of the variety of meeting rooms at its headquarters.

NEWSLETTER
Despite the inevitably rising cost of the newsletter, the generosity of those members who responded meant that
the cost was adequately covered. We do thank them.

FINANCE
The Society has had another financially successful year. The surplus on the General Fund reflects the
continuing good attendance at practices and the large increase in peal ringing. A transfer of funds to the Bell
Restoration Fund will therefore be recommended to the AGM. The decrease in contributions to the BRFs at
Shoreditch and Spitalfields reflects the reduced number of peals rung by the Society and others at those towers.

LIBRARY
As in previous years, the library has received its annual contribution of a volume of The Ringing World. We
are, as ever, very grateful for this most generous gift.

Linda Garton, Jane Wilkinson, Nick Robinson, John Peverett,
Catherine Merlane, Simon Davies, Stephanie Pattenden.

