OFFICERS’ REPORT FOR 1989 - 1990
By and large it has been a cheerful year for the Society, with encouraging progress in
most areas.
Practices and evening meetings.
Attendance at practice has been good; and numbers well maintained throughout the year,
including the August practices, where the attendance, though moderate, has vindicated the
decision to hold practices that month.
While visitors are always welcome at practice, this year a pleasingly high proportion
have proved to be potential members.
Numbers at the evening Quarterly Meetings, in January and in April, have been adequate
but not exciting. It now seems likely that the April 1990 Quarterly Meeting was, sadly,
the last time that the Society will meet in the Vestry Hall at St. Martin in the Fields:
it has now been turned into offices.
Other meetings and events.
The peal day in November saw fifteen peal attempts across the country from
Nottinghamshire to Somerset. Eleven were successful. Peal days are always hard work to
arrange; and we are very grateful to the organisers of what is now an established and
appreciated event in the Society‘s calendar.
The dinner, again at Holderness House, was a pleasant occasion, and members enjoyed
interesting speeches from the Reverend P.R. Turp of Shoreditch and Mr M J Uphill of
Southwark Cathedral Ringers. It was disappointing that more members were not present.
After last year’s success in the twelve bell ringing competition, the Society gracefully
made way for others to have their turn at winning; and this year came fifth.
Holding the Country Meeting in July again attracted a good attendance. This year we went
to Oxford, where an energetic and enjoyable, though extremely hot, day was spent, marred
only by the absence, due to a family bereavement, of the organiser whose hard work had
made the whole thing possible. The meeting itself decided that dinners, after the 1991
one, should cease to be annual events; and instead be held every three years; but that
efforts should be made as frequently as possible - for example, at Country Meetings – to
gather members together socially.
Peal ringing.
The outstanding total of sixty four peals rung this year was a record for the Society,
only approached by the sixty peals rung in both 1975 and 1980.
Among this very satisfactory total was a number of peals rung by members in their own
areas, which is particularly encouraging; four peals in Ireland; and, impressively, the
first silent peal of Bristol Maximus for the Society - rung by an all female band.
First peals in the method of Cumbria and Strathmore Surprise Maximus, and Coventry,
Maiden City, and Stepney Surprise Royal were rung; Kintyre, Lindsey, Lockington and
Ragsdale Surprise Royal, and Hackney and Vauxhall Surprise Major were rung for the
Society for the first time; as, on handbells, were Bristol, Clyde, and Redcliffe Surprise
Royal, and Hartspring Delight Major.
Membership.
Twenty nine people joined the Society in 1989 - 1990.
year.

Eighteen were elected the previous

Sunday service ringing.
We thank the bands from the University of London Society and the London County
Association who have helped the Society in ringing for services at Shoreditch and
Spitalfields. As well, we are most grateful to those members who have travelled,
frequently considerable distances, to support Sunday service ringing. Once again, the
bells at Shoreditch and Spitalfields have been made available for Sunday afternoon peal
attempts by bands who were able to undertake to ring for Evensong, either as part of a
peal attempt or afterwards.


No queried at the meeting

This year Clerkenwell bells have, after a rather long gap, been rung for service once a
month, and occasionally as well for weddings. Members who are not already also members
of the St. Martin in the Fields band have regularly supplemented the band there on Sunday
mornings.
Shoreditch, Spitalfields, Holborn and Clerkenwell.
Last year it was the turn of Spitalfields; this year we report the completion of the
electrical work at Shoreditch. For several reasons the work has been rather long drawn
out; and it is something of a relief that it is now finished.
The tower representatives scheme is working well, and we are most grateful to those who
take part in it, either as steeplekeepers or as tower correspondent correspondents.
The bells at Holborn were rung for a wedding this year, apparently for the first time in
some twenty five years. A quarter peal was rung before the first recital on the
refurbished organ.
The existence of sound control at Clerkenwell has made some improvement to the sound
level outside. In January members rang for the induction of the Reverend T.Collett White
as incumbent, and several attended the service and party afterwards.
St. Martin in the Fields
The bells continue to be much admired and much rung. Many members have taken the
opportunity provided by the Society‘s official monthly practice at St. Martin in the
Fields to visit and ring on the new bells, which has given a pleasant boost to practices.
Finance.
In general the Society has had a financially successful year. The surplus on the General
Fund reflects the increase in attendance at practices and in peal ringing.
A transfer of a thousand pounds to the Bell Restoration Fund will therefore be
recommended to the Annual General Meeting.
With regard to the Bell Restoration Fund, the decrease in contributions at Shoreditch and
Spitalfields reflects the reduced number of peals by the Society and others at those
towers.
Newsletter.
The newsletter this year made a small profit, thanks largely to a few generous members.
Though replies usually represent only some ten per cent of the copies sent, our strong
impression is that the newsletter is generally appreciated by members.
Library.
The library copies of The Bell
bookcases at St. Martin in the
pleased to accept gifts of the
within the area covered by the

News and The Ringing World have been installed in the new
Fields, and are now used actively. The Society was
1989 Ringing World, and records of Society peal boards
Middlesex Association.

Alan Regin, Jane Wilkinson, Elizabeth Hibbert, Linda Garton,
Catherine Merlane, Nicholas Robinson, Stephanie Pattenden.

